What is a Wetland?

A wetland is an area that has water at or near the soil surface for some time of the year and supports
plants that are adapted to surviving in saturated, often anaerobic (low-to-no oxygen content), soil
condifions. An area does not have to be saturated throughout the year to be considered a wetland.

Wetlands must be saturated within one foot of the ground surface for two weeks or more of the growing
season in most years to be considered a wetland.

What is a Tributary?

A fributary is a secondary stream or river that flows into another parent river or body of water. A tributary
may not flow directly into the ocean.

Tributaries provide nearly 40% of the freshwater to the Delaware Estuary. The Schuylkill River is the largest
and arguably the most important fributary to the Delaware River, emptying in to the Delaware River at the
Port of Philadelphia and providing nearly 10% of the Delaware’s freshwater. The Christina River Basin is
another important tributary system to the Delaware Estuary consisting of the Brandywine Creek, Red Clay
Creek, White Clay Creek, and the Christina River, which ultimately enter the Estuary at Wilmington, DE.

Tributaries provide a variety of habitat areas that adjacent to or nearby the stream. Anadromous fishes
migrate from marine or estuarine waters into freshwater tributaries to spawn. The cleanliness and health of

the Delaware River’s tributaries is paramount to the survival of certain fish species, notably American shad
and river herring.




